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STARING AT THE SLOTH 
By  

Tara Meddaugh 
 

EXCERPT 
 
 

Character Breakdown 
(2 characters: male/female/inclusive casting) 

 
RILEY   A child, anywhere from 8-12 years old. 
 
JAIME A child, anywhere from 8-12 years old. 
 
 
 
 

Setting 
 
Springtime. A zoo, sloth enclosure. 
 
 
 
 

Time Period 
 
Present. 
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EXCERPT 
 
AT RISE: RILEY and JAIME, two children, are at the 
zoo, for a school field trip. They are looking at the 
sloth enclosure. 
 
RILEY 

Tell him to stop staring at me. 
 
JAIME 

How? 
 
RILEY  

Just tell him.  
 

JAIME 
Like, shout over the fence? 

 
RILEY 

Yeah. He’s making me feel weird. 
 

JAIME  
Okay. Um… 

(shouts toward the sloth) 
Stop staring at Riley! 

 
RILEY  

(looking away) 
Did he stop? 

 
JAIME  

No. 
 

RILEY 
Do you think he heard you? 

 
JAIME 

I think he heard me. I don’t think he speaks English though. 
 
RILEY 

I know he doesn’t speak English, Jaime. But he could get the point by you yelling at him. 
 

(JAIME considers this for a moment) 
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JAIME 

I don’t think he gets the point. 
 
RILEY 

You should do it again in a teacher voice. 
 
JAIME 

Why don’t you just do it? 
 
RILEY 

I don’t want him to get mad at me! 
 
JAIME 

You know, I don’t think he’s actually staring at you. 
 
RILEY  

It looks like he is. See his eyes? 
 
JAIME  

I think he’s just kind of…looking out. And, he’s really slow, remember? I mean, he’s a sloth. So it 
probably takes, like, an hour for him to move his eyes. 

 
RILEY  

I guess. So…you really don’t think he’s…like…making fun of me? 
 
JAIME  

No! Why would he make fun of you? 
 
RILEY  

I don’t know. My hair. 
 
JAIME  

Your hair’s fine. 
 

RILEY 
Adrienne said it looked spiky, like a triceratops.  

 
JAIME 

The triceratops is my favorite dinosaur! 
 
RILEY 

I don’t want to look like a dinosaur, Jaime. 
 



8 | S t a r i n g  a t  T h e  S l o t h  E X C E R P T   T a r a  M e d d a u g h  

 

JAIME 
Okay, you don’t.  

 
RILEY  

My nose. 
 
JAIME  

Everyone has a nose. 
 

RILEY 
My nose is weird. 

 
JAIME 

All noses are weird, Riley! These two little holes in the middle of our face? 
 

 

END OF EXCERPT 
 

For the complete play, Staring at The Sloth, visit: 
 

https://www.tarameddaugh.com/staring-at-the-sloth-a-5minute-childrens-play 
 

 
  

https://www.tarameddaugh.com/staring-at-the-sloth-a-5minute-childrens-play
https://www.tarameddaugh.com/staring-at-the-sloth-a-5minute-childrens-play
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