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What’s Inside The Eiffel Tower Coffee Mug 

 

EXCERPT 
 

 

Cast 

 

REBECCA A woman in her 30s. Married to Henry. 

HENRY A man in his 30s. Married to Rebecca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting 

 

In the kitchen of Rebecca and Henry’s home. 
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EXCERPT 
AT RISE: HENRY and REBECCA, married, 30s, are in 

their kitchen. It is morning. HENRY reads the newspaper at 

the table. REBECCA might busy herself or she might focus 

on her husband, or both, but in any case, she is managing 

forced patience along with a sense of nervous anticipation. 

 

REBECCA 

Have you had your coffee yet? 

 

HENRY 

It’s not half past 7. 

 

REBECCA 

It’s a quarter past. 

 

HENRY 

That’s right. 

 

REBECCA 

Might you consider having your coffee earlier today? Since it is our wedding anniversary and 

all? 

 

HENRY 

Should that change my morning coffee routine, darling? We’ve scheduled a dinner at Moretti’s 

at 8 post meridiem, which I’m very much looking forward to. But in the morning, I read the 

paper and converse with my wife until half past seven, at which time— 

 

REBECCA 

Henry— 

 

HENRY 

At which time, I then have my morning coffee. 

 

REBECCA 

You can be quite disagreeable, Henry. 

 

HENRY 

I suppose that’s true. 

 

REBECCA 
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A bit of spontaneity now and then would not hurt you. But none of this should be a surprise to 

me. 

 

(HENRY reads) 

 

I said, “None of this should be a surprise to me.” 

 

(HENRY looks up) 

 

That’s right, Henry. Your mother warned me of this the day we were married. Did I ever tell 

you? 

 

HENRY 

No. 

 

REBECCCA 

“Henry is a man of routine,” she said. “Don’t be fooled into thinking he’s spontaneous. Or you’ll 

be gravely disappointed.” 

 

HENRY 

That sounds like her. 

 

REBECCA 

Although…she probably should have warned me the day we were engaged instead, don’t you 

think? That would have been the more sensible thing to do. Considerate.  

 

HENRY 

She never claimed to be considerate. Why should she have to be considerate? 

 

REBECCA 

What was I do to on my wedding day, with a warning about my husband-to-be, less than 1 hour 

from the ceremony? Perhaps she was hoping for a bit of drama. 

 

HENRY 

Most likely.  

 

REBECCA 

What time is it? 

 

HENRY 

Seventeen past the hour. 

 

(pause. Rebecca paces or fiddles. HENRY continues reading the paper) 

 

REBECCA 



What’s Inside the Eiffel Tower Coffee Mug by Tara Meddaugh EXCERPT  8 
 

These minutes are years…Henry, what is a dramatic thing I could have said at our wedding? To 

please your mother? I know I could have turned my back to you while were exchanging vows, 

perhaps swung my gown train to hit your feet. But what’s a good phrase when one wishes to 

insert drama in one’s wedding? 

 

HENRY 

(thinks for a moment) 

 “I’ll never marry this rogue, as long as we both shall live”? 

 

REBECCA 

Hm. I like the lilt of that. But you’re not a rogue, now are you? Her warning was about your 

routinely manner. 

 

HENRY 

“I’ll never marry this dolt, as long as we both shall live”? 

 

REBECCA 

Is a dolt a dullard? 

 

HENRY 

I think they’re very similar. 

  

REBECCA 

Well, that sounds about right then. Oh, Henry, how dramatic it would have been if I had thrown 

my ring at you! Or your mother! 

 

HENRY 

That would have pleased her dramatic flair. 

 

REBECCA 

That’s hindsight for you. 

(pause) 

Have your coffee, Henry. Please. 

 

HENRY 

Rebecca— 

 

REBECCA 

I’ve made the pot. Choose your mug from the cupboard and let’s—there is no need to wait 10 

more minutes. These moments of waiting are as though a black lizard is eating my intestines. I 

can’t utter another word about the pretense of drama in our wedding! 

 

HENRY 

Oh, darling, I don’t see why my coffee time should trouble you so, but since it does, and I love 

you—see? 10 years married and I love you just as nobly as I did at the alter—So I will open the 

cupboard and retrieve my coffee mug. Would that please you? 
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REBECCA 

I don’t know if “please” is the correct sentiment, but yes, I should very much like you to get it 

over with. 

 

HENRY 

Get what over with? 

 

REBECCA 

Kindly open the cupboard. 

 

(HENRY puts down his paper, kisses Rebecca on the top of her head) 

 

HENRY 

No doubt there is an anniversary gift inside. My darling. 

 

REBECCA 

Well. 

 

(HENRY moves to the cupboard. He opens it and starts or gasps.) 

 

HENRY 

Rebecca!  

(pause) 

Do you— 

 

REBECCA 

Yes. 

 

HENRY 

You know what’s in the— 

 

REBECCA 

Yes, Henry. I know. 

 

(He looks intently inside again, then to Rebecca. She looks up at him. He looks 

back to the cupboard) 

 

(pause) 

 

HENRY 

I must say, Rebecca, your mother did not warn me about this! 

 

(pause) 

 

REBECCA 
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I’m not a psychopath.  

 

HENRY 

I would have to refer to my Oxford Dictionary for the exact definition. 

 

(pause) 

 

REBECCA 

They’re only squirrels. And a few mice. 

 

HENRY 

I thought I saw a hamster. 

 

REBECCA 

A brown mouse.  

 

(pause) 

HENRY 

How long have you been…killing—[them?] 

 

REBECCA 

It’s not killing! It’s collecting. 

 

HENRY 

But do you not kill them first? 

 

REBECCA 

No! They just die!  

 

HENRY 

You’re hoarding dead animals!  

(paces) 

This is disturbing. Rebecca, I am a man of social contract and regularity and clean glassware and 

this is disturbing.  

(pause) 

Where are the mice when they’re not in the cupboard? 

 

END OF EXCERPT 

 

 
For the complete play, What’s Inside the Eiffel Tower Coffee Mug, visit: 
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